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GPA has been hard at work preparing and finalizing the 
Natural Environment Study - Minimal Impacts (NES) 
reports. One issue discussed between the team members 
was the reduction to the setbacks for the Elderberry Shrub. 
It was determined that it would be a futile effort to do so 
since it most likely be a losing proposition with Caltrans 
and the delays in acquiring such a reduction would not be 
beneficial to the project schedule. Also, the 100 foot setback 
could be utilized as the narrow lane width section for traffic 
calming. This has been mentioned in previous newsletters 
but is worth mentioning again since these studies are nearing 
fruition and will impact the final design of the projects.

The draft NESs were sent to the County for review where 
Charlie Simpson performed a detailed review of the 
documents.  His comments were then provided to GPA on 
February 12th.

Melissa at GPA provided a quick turn-around of the Draft 
NES reports incorporating Charlie’s review comments and 
notified the team that the changes were complete on February 
19th where Judy Lindsay authorized GPA to forward them to 
Caltrans for Review on the County’s behalf. Once the NESs 
are approved by Caltrans, MVE will continue with finalizing 
the design of the HSIP widening projects.

Since the start of the HSIP project there have been numerous 
accidents on these three road sections. Our HOTLINE email 
which is monitored by Judith Buethe received a notification 
on February 20th of yet another accident on River Road. 
Included in this newsletter are two of the pictures that were 
forwarded to us by Judith of the damage from the accident.
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As can be seen from the pictures several chevron 
signs were taken out and will need replacing.


